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laid before a public meeting of the inhabitants, are called to
attend Simply, if I may be allowed to say so, to assist at passing a
vote of want of confidence in themselves. A proposition of this
kind to a public meeting of the inhabitants of Bombay is simply
asking the native classes to assist at their own execution.
Pherozeshah ended by moving an amendment that it was not
advisable to resolve on the formation of a volunteer corps composed
exclusively of Europeans, in a public meeting of the citizens of
Bombay. Mr. Telang seconded the amendment, and observed with
much force that he expected that, after the compliment which had
been paid by His Excellency to the loyal and peace-loving character
of the inhabitants, some reason would have been assigned for
excluding natives from the corps. Mr. James Maclean thereupon said
that * natives" had been admitted to the meeting entirely as a matter
of courtesy, and that their conduct showed great want of taste,
knowing as they did it was a purely European movement, Pheroze-
shah undeterred by these criticisms insisted on his amendment being
put to the vote, but when His Excellency pointed out, amidst cheers
from one section and hisses from another, that it was a matter of
great doubt whether according to the rules and practice of the
Government a native volunteer corps could be formed, and that, if
the audience thought it could be formed, it was open for it to hold
another meeting and send up a representation to that effect, the
amendment was withdrawn. Sir Raymond West poured oil on
troubled waters by saying that the aspirations of Pherozeshah were
those of a patriot, and though the latter's remarks were a little out
of place, the speaker trusted the time would come for their
realization.'
The meeting was a lively one, which was not surprising, as the
vague rumours of organized opposition which had been afloat in the
city had rendered the atmosphere somewhat electric. While there
was a disposition in some quarters to condemn the demonstration,
The Times of India in its comments took a view of the proceedings
which did it credit. It declared that it was greatly to the honour of
the Parsis and the Hindus that once their protest had been re-
cognised, they forbore further to trouble the meeting, which they